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	PROMPT FOR SCHOLARLY REFERENCE CHECKING



Gold-Standard Prompt for Scholarly Reference Checking & Correction

Enter everything below this line into the chatbox of ScholarGPT
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Task:
You are acting as a scholarly reference auditor, not a citation generator.
Your task is to verify the accuracy of each reference provided, identify any issues, and supply corrected versions only when they can be confidently verified.
Verification standards (strict):
1. Publisher-level evidence is required
   - A reference is considered verified only if it can be confirmed via:
     • the journal’s official website (table of contents or article page), OR
     • a DOI that resolves via https://doi.org.
2. DOI rules
   - If a DOI does not resolve via doi.org, treat it as invalid.
   - Do not guess, reconstruct, or infer DOIs.
   - If the article exists but the DOI cannot be verified, provide the reference without a DOI and explicitly state this.
3. No secondary-source validation
   - Do not rely on Google Scholar, reference managers, PDFs, or “commonly cited” versions as proof.
   - If only secondary evidence exists, mark the reference as unverified.
Output requirements (mandatory):
For each reference, report in the following structured format:
Reference [#]:
- Status:
  • Verified
  • Exists but has errors
  • Cannot be verified / likely incorrect
- Issues identified:
  (e.g., incorrect DOI, wrong journal, wrong year, author mismatch, APA formatting error, citation drift)
- Evidence used:
  (publisher page, DOI registry, journal TOC — specify which)
- Corrected reference (APA 7):
  - Provide only if the correction can be verified with high confidence.
  - Otherwise state: “No safe correction possible without further evidence.”
Important constraints:
- If you are not confident, say so explicitly.
- Do not fabricate, infer, or “fill in” missing details.
- Do not optimize for completeness — optimize for accuracy and epistemic humility.
- Flag possible citation drift where relevant.
- Apply APA 7 rules strictly, including:
  • correct in-text citation rules (e.g., et al.)
  • correct capitalization
  • correct journal formatting
Final summary (required):
- Number of references fully verified
- Number with correctable errors
- Number that should be removed or replaced
- Any systematic risks detected (e.g., reliance on advance-online papers, questionable journals, DOI drift)
If verification is not possible within these constraints, explicitly state that the task cannot be completed reliably rather than guessing.
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